
Adaptive teaching moves away from the idea of labelling individuals and groups according to their 

ability and is instead centred around the idea that teachers have high expectations for every pupil 

in their care. Within the practice of effective adaptive teaching, all learners experience the same 

high expectations set out by the teacher, with differing layers of support, to help them make good 

progress and achieve well over time.

Adaptive teaching



In-the-moment adaptive teaching includes:

● Rephrasing questions or content.

● Adapting language to ensure all learners understand the content.

● Providing exemplars or WAGOLLs – ‘what a good one looks like.’

● Highlighting and emboldening key learning points.

● Prompting learners with key words, visuals, sound bites or other sensory stimuli.

● Setting up temporary groups as an additional layer of scaffolding.

● Gauging group responses to support individual answers.

● Giving step-by-step instructions for tasks.











English - adaptation example reading focus.



Science - adaptation example topic “Cells”




